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Voices of Inspiration, the Choir of First Baptist Church sings at the YWCA's Stand Against Racism Day, at Greenwich Town Hall
mmeting room on Monday, April 26, 2010. The singers, from left: Carol Mitchell, Dorothy Vickers, Daniel Hickman, Tim
Bassford, Gracie Smith, James Gordon, Charlene Hickman, and Ruby Durant, directed by Dan Williams, right. Photo: Helen
Neafsey / Greenwich Time | Buy This Photo
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The YWCA's "Stand Against Racism" initiative is being
carried out by more than 75 other YWCAs across the
country, and Greenwich marked it Monday with

declarations from town leaders.
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bl ¢ "There are still some people who believe that only some

of us are created equal,"” said Adrianne Singer, the YWCA
of Greenwich's president. "There are still some people
who believe that hatred is a tool for progress.”
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Building new Bridges: Nursery
school settles into renovated North
Mianus Community Center

The YWCA effort is a response to the rapid rise in hate
groups -- a 54 percent increase in the last eight years,
Singer said.

U.S. Rep. Jim Himes said state residents may have
become complacent, despite the facts that Connecticut is
where African captives from the Amistad slave ship won
their freedom, and is one of the few states that allow
same-sex couples to marry.

"Just when you are tempted to feel that sense of
complacency, just when you're tempted to look back on
your history and say, “We do OK here' -- that it's not our
problem, it's Alabama's problem, or Wyoming's problem
-- that's the moment when you need a day like this,"
Himes said.

Town celebrates Arbor Day by
setting out to recover from March
storm

A number of town organizations, including the Boys &
Girls Club of Greenwich and the United Way of
Greenwich, have also signed on to the initiative. The
town's schools marked the day in various ways, including
through pledges, designing posters and participating

in discussions.

Superintendent of Schools Sidney Freund said people

3injured in two-car crash on Route - .
1 ! must be vigilant to ensure that those responsible for

education view all children equally.

"They must set the highest standards for all children, regardless of their gender, their race,
their color or their creed,” Freund said. "You have my pledge that this is my ideal, and it's my
vision for our public schools."

First Selectman Peter Tesei said the strength of the Greenwich community is its diversity, and
its various cultural and religious groups and events.

"l believe that we must continue to acknowledge this and celebrate this, and expand it across
the various segments of society -- not just in ethnicity or race, but in terms of sexual
orientation and other differences that we have, and embrace them as a strength and make sure
people are tolerant and respectful,” Tesei said.

Selectman Drew Marzullo, the first openly gay individual to hold townwide office in
Greenwich, said before the start of the event that he was encouraged by the progress the town
has made, particularly at the high school.

"When | was a student in the '80s, there was no such thing as a gay/lesbian alliance to join, let
alone a group that would acknowledge that students were dealing with racism within their
learning environments," Marzullo said. "Now, the high school has over 15 clubs devoted to
diversity or racism awareness, and | am hopeful that we are raising a new generation that does
not discriminate against their peers on the basis of their differences.”

The event included a performance by the choir of Greenwich's predominantly black First
Baptist Church.

Gracie Smith, who sings in the choir and has been a member of the church for 40 years, said
the fact that the church and choir welcome people from all races and backgrounds helps
encourage understanding.

The Rev. Thomas Nins, pastor of First Baptist Church, said the YWCA's initiative was a
good step.

"l thought it was a significant day in that it brought so many aspects of the community together
around a common cause," he said. "I think that the best thing that we can do to take a stand
against racism is to begin in our own lives ..."
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... reach one person at a time, then we can effectively impact our community and make it a
better, safer, healthier place.”

Staff Writer Lisa Chamoff can be reached at lisa.chamoff@scni.com or 203-625-4439.
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Admittedly an honorable cause ...but who is advocating the other side of the coin, preventing the rampant criminal
(s

behavior in the black community that leads to racism? & Nobody wants to talk about that issue, much less do

anything about it.
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